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pace with the growth of elementary education and every care was
taken to place it on a sound system. An enquiry was held into
the working of the public schools in 1861 by a Commission with
Lord Clarendon as its president. The Commission made a thorough
enquiry and on its recommendation, the public schools were brought
under the Public Schools Act of 1868.

The Endowed Schools Act. It was passed in 1869 by which the'
funds of the 'endowed school* were to be used for better ends.

The Technical Instruction Act of 1889 enabled local authorities
to promote technical and manual education, and by an Act of 1890,
a sum of money was granted to the county and borough Councils
for this purpose. The Councils of the counties and boroughs were'
also empowered to levy a rate not exceeding 1 d. in a pound to help
the cause of technical and manual instruction.

Higher Education. The Universities of Oxford and Cambridge'
took a very important step in 1858 by instituting the system of local
examinations. This change brought a marked improvement in the
system of education prevailing in the Secondary Schools. A Joint
Board appointed by both the Universities introduced a system of ex-
amination on its own lines and granted certificates to successful stu-
dents. Students were encouraged by means of prizes and scholar-
ships and there grew up a spirit of healthy competition. Education-
spread rapidly and to meet the growing popular demands for higher
education, University colleges were opened in many towns. Higher
education made considerable progress.

Important steps for University Education

1.  University Act of 1868.   By this Act, religious test for ad-
mission to the Oxford and Cambridge Universities was  abolished.
This made University education liberal and unsectarian.

2.  Act of 1902.   By this Act Universities were given grants-in-
aid to make their system of education more efficient and systematic.
The Government could inspect the working of the Universities when-
ever it desired.

3.  Act of 1910.   By this Act, the Universities were forced   to
admit female and non-Conformist candidates to Degrees.

Q. What does New Democracy signify? How was it intro-
duced in England? What was Fabianism?

THE NEW DEMOCRACY

Growth of Democracy, (i) The Reform Act of 1832. After
the Revolution of 1688 Parliament became a sovereign body no doubt,
but it did not represent the general will of the people at large. Up
to 1832 electoral changes had not kept pace with economic changes.
The system of franchise was equally iniquitous. There was a strong-
popular cry for Parliamentary reform which brought about the pass-
age of the First Reform Act of 1832. The practical effect of this
Reform Act was to transfer political power from the Lords and great